The material remedies are divided, as usual, into solid, liquid, and aeriform.
Of course, the author observes, many articles of diet play the part of medicinal agents, when it happens that a disease can be mitigated or removed by a change in the nutrition of the body. The second section is devoted to the forms and modes of exhibiting medicines.
In mentioning the pharmaceutical operations of pulverization and solution, we are told (p. 12) that "the lac sulphuris, an impalpable powder, acts much more powerfully than the Jiores sulphuris, which consist of fine crystals." Now we have ascertained by accurate microscopical observation the very converse to be the fact: the lac sulphuris consists of delicate crystals, while the Jiores sulphuris are drusy, globular masses, more or less coherent one to another. Indeed, by this same test, it will be seen that every precipitated powder is crystalline in structure.
In treating of the changes which a remedy undergoes in the living organism, the author discusses those which it suffers at the immediate point of contact, during absorption, and lastly during elimination by the different emunctories, as the kidneys, skin, lungs, &c. On this important head he admits that our knowledge is hitherto confined to very few remedies; but we are enabled to infer from analogy the effects of the rest. " The decomposition of remedies at the first point of contact is always in accordance with the laws of chemistry and physics, with the laws of chemical affinity to the animal textures. As far as our researches have hitherto proceeded, the same law of chemical affinity holds good for the living as for the dead organism, without being in anywise influenced by the vital principle. In another point of view we meet with very important differences, according to whether the remedy has been introduced directly into the blood (by injection into the veins) or has been applied to the surfaces of the body, the skin, the mucous membrane of the bowels, &c. In the first instance the accidental decomposition is effected by the blood, which latter is in its turn altered. The thence-resulting new combinations, whether soluble or insolfible, mingle with the blood and circulate along with it through the body. If (pp. 358-388, sees. 197-176.) vi.
Chlorine, iodine, bromine, and their respective preparations, (pp. 388-463, sees. 177-205.) 
